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estimate of me. These good people seem to think that because I
am trying to analyse and define the ideal of ahimsa I must have
fully attained that ideal. My views regarding the calf and the
monkeys seem happily to have shattered this illusion of theirs.
Truth to me is infinitely dearer than the 'mahatmaship* which is
purely a burden. It is my knowledge of my limitations and my
nothingness which has so far saved me from the oppressiveness of
the 'mahatmaship'. I am painfully aware of the fact that my
desire to continue life in the body involves me in constant himsa,
that is why I am becoming growingly indifferent to this physical
body of mine. For instance I know that in the act of respiration I
destroy innumerable invisible germs floating in the air. But I do
not stop breathing. The consumption of vegetables involves himsa
but I find that I cannot give them up. Again, there is himsa in
the use of antiseptics, yet I cannot bring myself to discard the use
of disinfectants like kerosene, etc., to rid myself of the mosquito
pest and the like. I suffer snakes to be killed in the Ashram when
it is impossible to catch and put them out of harm's way, I
even tolerate the use of the stick to drive the bullocks in the
Ashram. Thus there is no end of himsa which I directly and in-
directly commit. And now I find myself confronted with this
monkey problem. Let me assure the reader that I am in no
hurry to take the extreme step of killing them. In fact I am not
sure that I would at all be able finally to make up my mind to
kill them. As it is, friends are helping me with useful suggestions
and the adoption of some of them may solve the difficulty at least
temporarily without our having to kill them. But I cannot today
promise that I shall never kill the monkeys even though they may
destroy all the crop in the Ashram. If as a result of this humble
confession of mine, friends choose to give me up as lost, I would
be sorry but nothing will induce me to try to conceal my
imperfections in the practice of ahimsa. All I claim for myself is
that I am ceaselessly trying to understand the implications of great
ideals like ahimsa and to practise them in thought, word and
deed and that not without a certain measure of success as I think.
But I know that I have a long distance yet to cover in this direc-
tion. Unless therefore the correspondent in question can bring
himself to bear with my imperfections I am sorry I can offer him
but little consolation.
II
Another correspondent writes:
Supposing my elder brother is suffering from a terrible and painful